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AURUM CANTUS LEISURE 3 SE

Lacquered veneer and a ribbon tweeter for less than you'd expect

thowgh Aumem Canius had its early
roots in Cunope, the companmy's website
miakes it Clear that this s a destinctly
an. 1t was founded in 1994
d from the outset specialised in making

Chinesa ogparat

nbbon-type drivers to handle the top end of
the audio band. Comnbene just such & high-class

twester with same of

inest papiar baf
d the
msult 15 3 substantial standmount that looks

veneered side-cheeks you'll ever ses,

considerably more expensive than its asking
ce of £1,200 per pair

Riboors have bong been highly regarded by
audicphiles, from the kegendary British

Decca devive of the 1950s to the

AT Full ran e A HpEE MOCES oF the

e |'|-."g' Lpam bt ba on toredse fod, as

of them were visibile (and audible) at

CC4's Heathrow hi-fi show a couple of months
hack Sowhat makes a nbbon driver special?
Essentially, the ribbon tseff is the voice ooil,
urmwound and stretched out into a strip so that
iy acts as the duphiagem itsell - ensuring
wesry direct communication of tha ssgnal

Besides the 100xBmm 3% rbban, which
operates above 2 SkHe, there's & rear-portad
165 bass/mid drver with a cast frame

and a 1"5amm diameter carbon Fibees Kedar

aclu

saded cona. The enclasure i vary solid as
weil as beautiful, those beautifully veneersd
side-cheaks sandwiching manoe g

Joss biack

front, back, top a

base Lseful a5y

metry
should help svoid focusing the intemal
standing waves, and clever shaping should
assist lateral dispersion Hagh quality crossover
components, fed from @ pair of big and
beautifully selid terminals, complete the
overall luxury bookshel’ expenence

SOUND QUALITY

Mounbng the Leisure 3 5Es on G00mm tall
Kudos S100 stands placed the riblson at just
about the nght

pight to deliver optimum
upper treble output 1o seated Isteners
ensunng maximem transoarency. Shghtly
shearter stancs should work equally well, but it

5 1M Ta

a make sune that the speakers ane

v 2ar hesght

maanted at of slightly
becawse - as with all nbbaon dmvers - the
"I.Ii"l'-' "l‘:iI.I![I. o5 ane focused into a
relatively namow verical ‘window’. Laterally,
dispersion & smooth and wide

With that prowiso, the top end of this speaker
% Chearly supeor 1o normal dorme Daeelers in
bath smaathness and delicacy - so much sa,
the first impeession was that it might be dul
Qnt hvwvever, that al
judgement tumed out to be misleading. The

I8 ;'f' -|'-|-‘|r' nbdson twesler 1S more o the

5 BOCASIoN

at it doesr’t draw attention to itself, and
in the subtlety with which it reproduces the
Jeficate musical nuances without the
TSt RXAGGEration

Smoothness and evenness are peshaps this
speakers most sndearing charactenstics,
against which must be sat some lack of bro
and dynamic exciterment. The
tona i_'l.‘.l ANCE 15 | MOMESS w-i:.
rieutral, and the sound 18
langely free from any
boxiness and caburet
coboration, On the other
hand, it might be too laid
back for some tastes, and

the bass end in particular

tar sound ponderous and
heavy with s

me material,
even with the speaker
kept well clear of walls,
This is a epeaker that will
be very easy o |wve with,
aesthetically and
sonically, and while
astest and

atic

mast drarr

icalor around, that dbbon twester
unguestio ny sweet and
seductive top end. HFC

bly confers a ve

LAB REPORT

The manufacturer's claim for BB4B sensithily
sparns 3 Btibe optimistic hero, a5 our test rogime -
wing a “real wordd Ear-fiedd inroom averaged
arranqement —comes up with a rather more
medest, and perhaps mose reafistic 35-8648. That
is a comfortably below average Rgure, but it's not
unreaiwnnable in the context af the decent hass
extervion (GdB at 26H wnder inroom conditions), |
plus the smp-friendly impedance (a mirimum of
savan ohams at A8H: and 170HzL

Ther refie port here i tuned to 48HE which
explaine wivy there's a mild mid-bass excess in the
overall inroom response. There's some genenl
unevenssts thiough the bast and lower midband,
thaugh the net balance i5 quite Mat bere, and things
become very smooth and wel ordered abowe
J0DREr, Jusk o slight ences b ssen 700H: TkHz, b
ackl a touch of forwardness, but the tread
thareatter 5 exceptionally smooth and well
extended throwgh the frequency range.

HOW IT COMPARES

Better >

1) Senstivty a0 -30%

2] Eass extention 3> +15%

3) Exme of draee 55 Ofls

4] (weral frequency balarce »» +30°%
5] Fesponse smoothness 2 +80%

SPECIFICATIONS

M asurrment

SOUND => BT% This substantially built and
TN | Ftractively shaped
| standmount comes. from

China, which explains he
you gat the fabulous
lacquerad venser and clisy
riabon twieter ot 4
-'rlal'iwﬁlfiur:h!ﬂc price.

VALUE >» 84%
I T TS -




